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Marking Milestones



ZIP CODES 
SERVED 

120+ 

INCREASE 
IN CLIENTS 

SERVED  
IN FY23

36%

Dear Friends of Taller de José,
       Fall has traditionally been a time of transition at 
Taller de José, as the academic year marks the start of 
new internships and volunteer programs. This year, that 
transition is especially pronounced as I prepare to move on 
from TDJ after 12 years of service at the organization. While 
this change is certainly bittersweet, I am also confident that 
Taller de José will only continue to grow and flourish with 
the support of our incredible staff and under the leadership 
of our new Executive Director, Esmeralda Zepeda.*
      In addition to the Executive Director transition, the 
organization is also marking another important milestone—
our 15th Anniversary! As we look back on the past 15 years 
of accompaniment to immigrant communities in Chicago, 
we are celebrating many milestones and achievements. 
     In the past 15 years, we have served over 9,500 clients 
from over 120 zip codes. We have trained over 130 staff, 
volunteers, and interns in the model of accompaniment 
and worked with over 150 community partners. During 
the height of the COVID pandemic, we distributed over 
$160,000 in financial assistance, contacted thousands of 
families for free internet, and supported hundreds of clients 
with vaccine registration. Today, we have a satellite office at 

During the past 15 years, Taller de Jose has achieved 
numerous significant accomplishments. While our success 
can be quantified through organizational achievements, 
such as our longstanding presence and dedication to serving 
the communities of Chicago for over a decade, we have also 
witnessed several triumphs among our clients. One notable 
example is Miguel*, who initially sought our services at Taller 
de Jose in 2018. 

Due to unfortunate life circumstances, Miguel turned 
to alcohol as a coping mechanism, leading to excessive 
consumption and ultimately resulting in his homelessness. 
Along with losing all his possessions, including important 
personal documents, Miguel began having physical pain, 
realizing the need for medical attention. However, he was 
unable to afford such services. 
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that Taller de José 
will only continue 
to grow and flourish 
with the support 
of our incredible 
staff and under the 
leadership of our new 
Executive Director, 
Esmeralda Zepeda.

the Quinn Center of St. Eulalia to expand services to the western 
suburbs, and we have joined the Wellness West collaborative to 
address health disparities on the west side of Chicago. 
     Beyond these milestones as an organization, we also 
celebrate each milestone that our clients achieve. Whether it is 
passing their citizenship exam, getting a much-needed pair of 
glasses, or finding the support needed to prevent an eviction, 
it is an honor and privilege to be a part of these significant 
moments in our clients’ lives. 
     As we head into the next chapter for the organization, we 
find inspiration in these milestones that will guide our vision 
for the next 15 years of accompaniment. Thank you for making 
this journey possible, and we hope you will continue to walk 
alongside Taller de José as we accompany our community to 
their next milestones. 

In gratitude, 

Anna Mayer Diaz, Executive Director

To help Miguel, we searched for a nearby clinic that 
offers financial assistance to help cover medical costs. Having 
recently lost all of his belongings, Miguel could not provide 
the required form of ID necessary to complete the application 
process. We wrote an official notarized letter on behalf of our 
organization, which would serve as a form of identification 
for Miguel. Thanks to the help of our staff and Miguel’s 
determination throughout this difficult situation, he was 
able to obtain medical assistance and relieve the discomfort 
he had been experiencing. In addition, he now has a form of 
identification that he can continue to use in the future.

Like many clients at Taller de Jose, achieving one 
milestone does not signify the end of our journey 
together. Since 2018, we have had the pleasure of 
having Miguel in our offices on multiple occasions. It 
is a significant accomplishment for our organization 
to witness clients like Miguel making progress in their 
health, building confidence, and finding inner resilience 
in difficult times. Miguel has become a cherished member 
of our community at Taller de Jose, and we are excited 
to continue supporting him on his journey through life, 
witnessing the many more milestones he may reach.

* Client names and identifying details have been modified to protect their privacy.
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*We invite you to learn more about our new 
Executive Director on our website! Just scan this  
QR code for an introduction to Esmeralda. 

NEW 
CLIENTS 
SERVED 

990 TOTAL 
CLIENTS 
SERVED 

1,343 

OFFSITE 
ACCOMPANIMENTS 

235



$5000+
Ascension Health
Congregation of St. Joseph
CSJ Ministries
Dr. Jorge Prieto Family Health 

Center Community Board
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Excellerator Fund
Guy A and N Kay Arboit 

Charitable Trust
Healthy Communities Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
Joan and John Stopka
Quinn Center of Saint Eulalia
Saint Anthony Hospital
Sinai Community Institute
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange
United Way of Metropolitan 

Chicago, via Latinos 
Progresando

Wellness West
WP and HB White Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Hulsebosch Hope Foundation
Pat Martin
Mary Queen of Heaven Parish
Michael Maszka
James and Patricia Mayer
The Shrine of Our Lady of 

Pompeii Parish

$1,000-$2,499
Irma and Ken Bates
Byline Bank
Victor and Shannon Carsello
Catholic Charities of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago
Elsa Gutierrez and Victor 

Fernandez
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel LLP
Katherine Markham
Christine and Bob Maszka

Juan Sarmiento and Maria Paula 
Durán

Angela Schrimpl
St. Francis Xavier Parish
Bill and Elaine Sullivan
The University of Chicago Medical 

Center
Alma Lleras and James 

Thompson-Colon
Dan Williams
Christine Wu

$500-$999
Anna Amici
Anne B Wilson
Dalia Bagdonas Rocotello and 

Bob Rocotello
Arshiya Baig and Jorge Sarmiento
Adam Berger
Bea and James Boyd
Ann and Larry Brandon

Chris and Colleen Brewer
CARPLS
Vicente Del Real
Greater Chicago Legal Clinic
Justin Hayford
Rosalba Hernandez and Luis 

Resendez
Sue Imhoff
Carrie Kindleberger
Lezlie and Kenneth Kunkel
Deborah Kunkel
Latinos Progresando
Nancy Loewenberg Young and 

Webster Young
Molly and Sean MacCready
Maritza Martinez
Anna and Leorio Diaz
Megan Mio
Mary Kay Mireles
Kevin Noonan and Cheryl 

Steiger

This year would not have been possible without the support of many individuals and 
organizations, and we are deeply grateful for their generosity. The following list includes 
contributions made during the 2023 fiscal year (July 2022 – June 2023) and is not exhaustive.

Our Lady of Tepeyac High School
Maria Ovalle
Pablo Perez
Michael Polkoff
Cassandra Quinn
Adam and Cora Rink
Dr Sheila Lynch
St. John Fisher Parish
Laura Stangler Sigward
Marie and Gerardo Tristan
Voya Financial
Bethany Welstead

$250-$499
Mary Kay and Jon Bakken
Bank of America
Stephanie Barrera
Claire Bowens
Sr. Kathleen Brazda, CSJ
Most Reverend Bishop Robert 

Casey, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Chicago

Jim and Cathy Condon
Ashley Crish
Peggy Cunniff and Patrick Rocks
Kathy Donahue-Coia and Ronald 

Coia
Denise and Chris Freidhof
Colleen and Patrick Green
Grainger

Carmen and Andres Gutierrez
Alexander Hanson
Rev. John Hoffman
Lisa and Robert Hyatt
Jim and Cecilia Klein
Ryan and Carla Lents
John and Susan Lowenberg
Myrna McNitt
Carly Miller
Mary Lou Pisone
Maria Post
Nicole and Miki Quien
Maeve Raphelson
Robert Reid
Ben Post and Eleanor Rivera
Ricardo Rodriguez and Lea 

Dacanay
 Anna Sandoval
Maria and Martin Tyksinski
Miki Tyksinski
Amanda Varela
Juan Velazquez
Elizabeth Young
Sarah’s Inn

$100-$249
Barbara Abdoo
Amazon Smile
Cara Anthaney
Jeannie Balanda

Sheinile Barranco
Rodrigo Bergamasco
Anne Blazejak
Laura Bodien
Pat Broderick
Madeline Buckley
C2 Accounting & Business 

Support, LLC
Abby Carlson-Edwards
Jim Carnall
David Caruthers
Khe and Teresa Chau
Ma. Refugio Chavez
Joel and Betty Chrastka
Michael and Patricia Coffey
Timothy Comden
Sr. Kathleen Conway, BVM
Colleen Conway Cooney

Sr. Celeste Cotter, CSJ
Timothy and Phyllis Crish
Donald and LaDonna 

Crossland
Bob Marsh and Ann Cutler
Violeta De Leon
Theresa and Daniel Denton
Kaitlyn Derentz
Tom Deske
Vincent and Mary Donnelly
Mary Kay Dougherty
Chris and Lynn Dransoff
Katrina Ellenberg
Raquel Esparza Muñoz
Elizabeth Estrada
Melissa Carnall Fauci
Ryan Fitch
Jim Folk
Kirston Fortune
Robert Gaggiano
James Gale
Miguel Garcia
Frank Gazzolo
Sr. Theresa Gleeson, BVM
Marselina Gonzalez
Lenore and John Gordon
Bob and Sheila Haennicke
James Haglund
Gerald and Patricia Hayes

Thank you for helping us achieve new milestones!



Ofelia Arteaga-Concha
Martha Arzate Salgado
Leia Atas
Corey Aumiller
Julia Avalos Tovar
Elianne Bahena
Juana Barcenas Cervantes
Vladimiro barrera
Jose Barrera
Daniel Barzola
Edward Bealin
Sr. Jessi Beck, PBVM
Rogelio Humberto Bermeo
Mary Beth McGarrahan
Veronica Bobadilla
Sr. Janet Bolger, CSJ
Greg Bork
Clara Brennecke
Elisa Brennecke
Alexandria Brigham
Michael C Rossetti
Olga Cahue
Jose Rafael Calvillo
Rosemay Cameron
Cristina Campos
April Campos
Anthony Candelario
Sr. Julie Cannon, CSJ
Eleazar Cantu Jr

Leslie Carranza
Rich and Dana Casey
Marisa Castillo
Emma H. Castillo
Silvia N. Castillo de Noriega
Sara Cates
Ezequiel Cazarez
Trinidad Ceja
Eloisa Cervantes
Rosie Cisneros
Alvaro Clara
Theodore Comden
Samuel Comden
Mia Cook
Catherine Cotter Brady and 

Thomas Brady

Stephen Cozzi
Pablo Cruz
Sr. Mary Jo Curtsinger, CSJ
Zachary Czaia
Alejandro De Hoyos Lechuga
Edgar de la Cerda
Rosa De Paz
Sergio Del Carpio
Maria Demoss
Rob DiAna
DJ Diaz
Pedro Diaz
Anabelen Diaz
Shonali Ditz
Benjamin Dodge
Tracy Domeracki

Monica E. Gutierrez
Kelli Edwards
Jim Edwards
Claire Erlenborn
Salvador España Ocegueda
Braulia Espinosa
Eduardo Farillo
Nora Favela
Alberto Federico
Gregory Felder
Charniece Fleming
Thuy Flores
Guadalupe Flores
Jackie Flores
David Friedland
Antony Furse
Hannah G Auger
Timothy Gale
Carl Gales
Kennia Garcia

James Healy and Madonna 
Wojtaszek-Healy

Nicklin Heap
Karen Herman DeMuro and Lou 

DeMuro
Gloria Hernandez
Isa Hernandez
Kristin Hillgamyer
William Hittler and Donna Watz
Hannah Holscher
Leslie Huerta-Medina
Robert and Denise Iberle
Katie Jackson
Steve Johnson
Mary K Miller
Patrick and Adriana Kenning
Eric Kevorkian
Lewis L Williams
Adrienne Lange

Bernadette and Gary Laumann
Robert Beckman and Jessica 

Lawson
Mary Lehman
MinWah Leung
Trish Leurck
Amy Lin
Cathy and Tom Lockman
Alejandro Lucero
Margaret Lyman
Martha Maddock
J. Omar Magana
Kate Marshall
Margaret M. Martin
Roberto Martinez and Eryn 

Gronewoller
Sr. Mary Southard, CSJ
Vicky Mayer
Chad Meekhof
Michael Melaniphy
Jill Misra
Sandra Montes
Diana Morado
Kevin Morris
Andrea Munoz
Mark and Kristianne Nabong
Susan Nagele
Nazareth Academy

Tyler Neuwirth
Kai and Mary Nielsen
Teresa Nieves
Amy Omana
Concepcion Ortega Salcedo
Ceasar Ovalle
Alejandra Padilla
Andrew Pekarske
Mary and Jerry Post
Callie Powers
Jean and Robert Ptacek
Jeffrey and Martha Raphelson
Zach Ratliff
Kathryn Ray
Carlos Antonio Rivas
Rockwell Spark
Brenda Rodríguez and Rafael 

Flores Jr.
Lucy Salgado
Yuliana Salinas
Jennifer Savor
Sr. Joellen Sbrissa, CSJ
Margaret Sevening
Kevin Siasoco
Joseph Sijun Park
Melecio Silva
Elena Silveyra
Nisha and Brandon Sotiroff

Laurene Stanton
Joel Stopka
Anita Thiessen
Pamela Valenciano
Christina Valenzuela
Evelyn Venegas Cuzco
Grasiela Victor
Maria Vidal de Haymes
Carol Waldman
Mike Wilson
Ina Winston
Phyllis Winter
Steven Wu

$1-$99
Elisabeth Abdoo
Maria Abonce
Maria Aguilar
Alma Nayerli Aguirre
Elizabeth Albrecht
Sara Alharbi
Luis Alvarado
Moises Alvarez Abunce
Bridget Anderson
Maria Apolinar
Javier Ramiro Aranibar
Juan Daniel Arias
Monica Arroyo Carvajal

ACTIVITIES RELATED 
TO CLIENT SERVICES 

3,486 



Donny Moore
Nancy Mora
Maria Mora
Fabiola Moreno
Hillary Buzaid Moreno and Edwin 

Moreno
Derek Morgan
Kimberly Mortstock
Rick Moton
Wanda Moy
Chelsey Munizzi
Ernesto Nanbo
Maryclaret Ndubuisi-Obi
Lucy Negrete
Carolina Nevarez
Elizabeth Nieto
Mercedes Noriega
James Norman
Eric Ntambakwa
Aurelio Orozco
Jose Osorio
Sr. Jeanne Oursler, CSJ
Claire Palmgren
Altagracia Paniagua
Lena Park
Hardik Patel
Elba R. Patino
Jose Felipe Pedraza Hernandez

Nicolas Peralta
Elizabeth Perez
Adriana Perez
Megan Petrakovitz
Liz Pierce
Aubrey Pithwa
Sr. Mary Lou Pleitner, CSJ
Vineeth Raghunath
Rosalinda Ramos
Evangelina Ramos
John Rangel
Erica Rangel
Marcus Rasulo
Pooja Ravindran
Patricia Reynoso
Marilyn Rochon and Jerry Hiller
Yessenia Rodriguez
Leticia Rodriguez
Ana Maria Rojas

Miguel Rojas
Gregg Rojewski
Fabiola Roman- Garcia
Wilfredo Romo
Abby Ronnow
Crystal Rosales
Myra Rosales
Lauren Rowland
Mary Ruelle
Evelyn Ruiz
Maria Guadalupe Salazar
Crystal Salazar
Pedro Salgado
Apolinar Salgado
Guadalupe Salinas
Melissa Salinas
Isabel Sanchez
Karina Sanchez
Reyes Sanchez Hernandez

Kate Sanders
Tunji Sangoleye
Lesbia Judith Santos
Eduardo Santos Arredondo
Mark Sayer
Sr. Grace Sbrissa, CSJ
Ellie Schendzielos
Matt Schultz
John and Mary Patrice Scully
Carolyn Sever
Dereck Shi
Rawan Shishakly
Rutilo Silveyra Lucero
Kristine Sinclair
Renée Siu
Jacqueline Skrypek
Mike Sliwinski
Sallie Smylie
Celso Solorzano
Joseph Sonubi
Sr. Mary Southard, CSJ
Adebiyi Stapp-Adeogba
June Stella
Luke Sullivan and Cynthia 

Velasquez
Eileen Sullivan
Kevin Swanson
Leidy T Flechas Moreno

Terri Janczy
Vasilije Jovanovic
Most Reverend Francis J. 

Kane, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Chicago

Maureen Kirsch
Khalifani Kitondo
Michael Koester
David Komaniecki
Cara Kossuth
Bethany Krajelis
Steven L’Heureux
Gregory and Carleen Lamay
Dario Lara Zambrano
Michael Laughlin
Mary LaVigne
Daniel Laytin
Alberto Lopez
Kelley Lou
Juan M. De La Cruz

Bethany Mager
Patrick Magner
Vickie L. Majorek
Stephanie Maldonado
Sophie Mann
Sr. Chris March, CSJ
Francisca Martinez
Jonathan Martinez
Yesenia Martinez
Marcelo Martinez
Omar Martinez
Jazzmin Martinez
Evan Marzion
Guadalupe Maya
Ali McCandless
Shannon McDonnell
Kristeen McLain
Lauren McNamara-Clement
Livia Medina
Destinee Melton
Antonio Mendez
Thomas Mezera
Audrey Michaelson
Sr. Therese Middendorf,CSJ
Marta Mijangos
Nicole Miller
Patrick and Peggy Monnot
Frank Monreal
Jose Montiel

Erica Guisbert
Vicki Gursoy
Amanda Guth
Maria Elena Gutierrez
Genaro Gutierrez
Andy Gutierrez
Rebecca H Streit
Eunice Han
Julianne Harmon
Megan Hecker
Jim Hecker
Patrick Hecker
Skye Hera
Luzelena Hernandez
Olga Hernandez
Veronica Hernandez
Rosario Hernandez
Kristin Heyer
Kenneth Holder
Todd Hollinghead
Lindsey Holton
Margaret Horgan
Patricia Hoyos
Juana Huerta de Amador
Patricia Huizar
Harry Hultgren
Salena Ibrahim
Ania Jablonowski
Gloria Jacobo

Concepcion Garcia
Amanda Garcia
Ma Magdalena Garcia
Elia Garibay
Colleen Gibson
Juliana Glassco
Stephanie Gnatek
Leticia Godina
Yessica Gomez
Marlen Gomez
Fernando Gonzalez
Ruben Gonzalez
Rosario González
Mary Goodman
Lorena Grajeda
Nadia Guardado

RECENTLY ARRIVED 
MIGRANTS  SERVED 

75+ 



FY23 EXPENSES

$777,048

Brian T. Eiselstein
Jaime Tapia
Vicky and Will Tello
Kristina Tendilla
Ronan Tipan
Laurita Torres
LaToya Towns
Carina trudell
Joseph Tyksinski
Daniel Tyksinski
Kostyn Tyksinski
Aniela Tyksinski
Raul Urquiza
Ali Urso
Angela V Reed
Margarita Valdez
Refugio Valdez

Vicenta Vargas
Joe Vazquez
Ana Vega
Goya Vega-Byrnes
Elena Vera
Paulina Victor
Cesar Villalobos
Ana María Villamil Guzmán
Paola Villegas
Gina Vittoria
Elizabeth Vivas
Kellie Waters
Mackenzie Welch
Kim White
Kishasha Williams
Sr. Adelaide Williamson, CSJ

Every attempt was made to include all contributions. Taller de José apologies for any errors or omissions. 

FY23 By the NumbersJennifer Wisegarver
Jonathan and Lisa Wittig
Nick Woll
Pam Wong
Bree Yoo Sun McLuen
Juan Antonio Zamarripa Lopez
Catherine and Gene Zdziarski
Alex Zhu
Zhe Zhuang
Guadalupe Zuniga
Anastasia Zuniga

In Kind
AIR Aerial Fitness
Beggar’s Pizza
Boka Restaurant Group
Bork Family
Brenda Rodríguez and Rafael 

Flores Jr.
Hillary Buzaid Moreno and 

Edwin Moreno 
Cassandra Quinn
Chicago Bears Football Club
Chicago Zoological Society - 

Brookfield Zoo
Clark Street Sports
Classic Cinemas

Taller de José 
Board of Directors 2022-2023

Arshiya Baig, MD, MPH 
University of Chicago 

Héctor García Chávez, Ph.D. 
Loyola University Chicago 

Sr. Carol Crepeau, CSJ - Treasurer
Congregation of St. Joseph

Marcy Gonzalez - Secretary 
Latinos Progresando 

Maritza Martinez
RVK, Inc.

Frank Monreal
Byline Bank

Ric Rodriguez 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

Anna Sandoval, MPH - Chair 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

Marie Tristan 
Unity Junior High 

Maria Vidal de Haymes, Ph.D. 
Loyola University Chicago 

Anna Mayer Díaz
Taller de José 

Court Theater
Crumbl Cookies
Emma Castillo
Eva’s Tamales
Field Museum
First Ascent Climbing Gym
Gethsemane Garden Center
GP Italiano La Grange
Hope and Unity Cleaning Coop
Jaqui Almaguer
Jojos Shakebar
Jose Saul Corral
Latin Street Music and Dancing
Lisa Hyatt
Lou Malnati’s
Loyola Center for Fitness
Luke Sullivan and Cynthia 

Velasquez
Modern Day MedSpa
Palmer Place
Pat Mayer
Ravinia Festival
Riot Fest Foundation
Santiago’s Mexican Restaurant
Sony Corporation
St. Agnes of Bohemia Parish
Trader Joe’s (La Grange)

Contributed 
Services:  
$85,560 

Investment
Income: $14,644

                        Grants:      
                    $374,601*

  
              Donations:          
                 $382,903  

Top needs of clients:

Civil Legal: 564
Financial Assistance: 324
Immigration: 216
Health: 211
Public Benefits: 75

Program: $519,719

Administrative: 
$172,076

*Following accrual accounting 
guidelines, we are reporting 
here some grants received in 
FY23 that are restricted for 
use in FY24 

FY23 INCOME 

$857,708

All numbers are provisional,  
pending independent audit. 

Development: 
$85,252



A ministry of accompaniment—Connecting people to services and services to people

Join us!
Visit www.tallerdejose.org or call us at 773-523-8320 to get involved.

Mission: Taller de José accompanies individuals, serving as a bridge to 
connect them to the health, legal, and social services needed to achieve their 
goals. As a member of the Congregati0n of St. Joseph Mission Network, we 
create more connected communities.

@TallerdeJosé

2831 W. 24th Blvd., Chicago, IL 60623 

Taller de José 

@TallerdeJosé


